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Mountains and a clear
head

While Kristaps works at Dad's
co-owned Mitsubishi rally
team in Warwickshire, England,
it is Kaspars who has veered
away the most from car
engineering. And again, his
father is “at fault”here."Dad
was the first who showed me
a computer and how web
programming works. | felt the
same as when | first opened
the hood of a car — with the
right tools and knowledge,
you can make things operate
the way you want them to.’
Alongside his job at OSC,
Kaspars is a web designer.“I'm
the creative one in the family,
while Kristaps is the smart
one. He learned to read and
do math at the same time

as me, even though I'm two
years older than him,"laughs
Kaspars. Kaspars has played
tennis since his childhood and
then got carried away with the
guitar for awhile. "Meanwhile,
Dad and Kristaps are just into
cars. That amazes me,’ says
Kaspars.

When I ask Andris Dambis
what other interests he

has besides his work, he
unhesitatingly answers —
"Raffies”. Made by Latvia’s
legendary RAF factory, various
models of these Soviet-era
vans — in differing stages of
repair — take up a considerable
amount of space in the yard
of the OSC premises. Restoring
and refurbishing them has

been Andris Dambis"hobby
for years. When queried on
interests outside of the world
of automobiles, Dambis Sr.
needs more time to come up
with a reply. Races, including
the Dakar Rally, require long
periods of time spent abroad,
which is why Andris' favored
form of relaxation is being at
home, in Latvia, and doing
simple jobs around the house
and vyard. A few years ago, the
Dambis Family bought some
land deep in the countryside -
a huge field with small
hillocks, brush and a stream -
in other words, a perfect place
for test-driving the OSCars far
from the eyes of unwanted
strangers. "Staying out there in
the summer and mowing the
grass for three days straight is
what | enjoy doing the most in
my spare time!

In Latvia, Andris Dambis likes
to be where the gravel roads
are. They bring the promise

of few people and a natural
environment that has been
left largely untouched. He

also feels the same passion

for mountains - a bug that

he caught from his wife.“It's
not the summits that I'm
interested in, as actually, I'm
afraid of heights. | simply like
walking along the trails. In the
mountains, the beauty is never-
ending. When you're there, you
realize what a small speck of
dust you really are. And you
come back with a clear head,
unable to understand why

anybody would have anything
to worry about!

Neither Andris Dambis nor his
sons stick out while driving
along the streets of Riga.
Speed may be a commonly
shared skill in this family, but
it is the ability to control it
that shows the maturity of a
real driver. It's the same way
with the music they listen to
while driving — they certainly
don't fall into the stereotype
of listening to something
heavy and brazen. "My perfect
driving music is calm, like a
rainy day; along the lines of
Sting or Chris Rea’s Road to
Hell; says Andris Dambis.

However, he does drive an Audi
A4 with the most powerful
engine available.”I'd love to
drive around in a Porsche or an
Aston Martin. | really like those
are cars, but unfortunately,
they're too conspicuous in
Latvia. A small, gray car is
better suited to my personality.
However, it has to be a really
good car - in terms of power,
engine size and road grip. It's
the invisible things that are
most important to me, and
which those who are in-the-
know can appreciate,’ says

the founder of OSC. After the
interview, on our way back

to Riga in Kaspars'small, yet
powerful Ford Focus, | come to
the realization that these same
values have been successfully
passed down to the next
generation.
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